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to draw up an agreement for the demilitarization of the Colombian-
Peruvian frontier. The two countries bound themselves not to make
war, nor to employ force either directly or indirectly as a means of
settling any differences between them, and they agreed that such
differences, if they could not be settled by the ordinary methods of
diplomacy, should be referred for decision to the Permanent Court of
International Justice. The agreement was to be subject to ratifica-
tion, but it was stipulated that the exchange of ratifications should
take place not later than the 31st December, 1934.
The signature of this agreement appeared definitely to obviate
the danger that Peru and Colombia might again resort to arms for
the settlement of their dispute over Leticia; and the successful con-
clusion of the Rio de Janeiro Conference was acclaimed as a triumph
of the spirit of conciliation and common sense. The success was
attributed in no small degree to the tact and patience of Senhor
Mello Franco, and he shared in the congratulations which were
despatched to the Governments of Peru and Colombia from all
quarters. The Council of the League of Nations, which was in session
at Geneva when the news that agreement had been reached was made
public, also felt entitled to congratulate itself on a settlement which
had been reached as a result of its intervention and which proved
that 'League methods' were still of some avail in a troubled world.
Indeed, even though the bone of contention between Peru and
Colombia was merely a remote South American village, the peaceful
settlement of their dispute was considered with good reason to be a
matter for general rejoicing; for in May 1934, when the future peace
of the World was trembling in the balance, any victory won by the
spirit of peace, however insignificant it might have seemed in happier
times, acquired a symbolic importance as a favourable omen.